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submitting written testimony are as follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE AMERICAN GEOPHYSICAL UNION

The American Geophysical Union (AGU), a non-profit, non-partisan scientific soci-
ety, appreciates the opportunity to submit testimony regarding the fiscal year 2016
budget request for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and the National
Science Foundation (NSF). The AGU, on behalf of its over 60,000 Earth and space
scientist members, respectfully requests that the 114th Congress appropriate:

—$18.91 billion overall for NASA, $5.51 billion for the Science Mission Direc-

torate;

—$5.98 billion overall for NOAA; and

—$7.72 billion overall for NSF.

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS & SPACE ADMINISTRATION

AGU requests that Congress appropriate $18.91 billion for NASA in fiscal year
2016. Additionally, AGU requests that Congress appropriate $5.51 billion for
NASA’s Science Mission Directorate. These increases represent a 5 percent increase
over the fiscal year 2015 appropriated levels.

Despite increases in appropriation, NASA’s budget has fallen in real dollars by
10.5 percent since fiscal year 1995. Unless this pattern is reversed, NASA will cede
its leadership in the Earth and space science missions and exploration that the U.S.
has historically pioneered. A request of 5 percent allows NASA to grow above the
rate of inflation.

Within NASA’s Science Mission Directorate, AGU requests that Congress set ap-
propriations for the Earth, Planetary, and Heliophysics Divisions that are equitable
and in harmony with their respective Decadal studies produced by the National Re-
search Council.

Earth Science and Planetary Science Divisions

Missions within NASA’s Earth Science Division aid in flood prediction, earth-
quake response, and severe storm tracking. Greater knowledge and prediction skills
are urgent when we consider the effort, time and costs of protecting infrastructure
along coasts, rebuilding fish populations in our seas, developing new water re-
sources for manufacturing and agriculture, and restoring communities in the wake
of hazards. These observations, and many others like them, are integral and require
the vantage point of outer space.

NASA’s Planetary Science Division advances our understanding of the solar sys-
tem and inspires future generations of scientists. However, with no outer planet
missions currently in early-stage development and barring any major funding in-
crease, the U.S. will soon relinquish its presence beyond Mars.
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Both areas of science, Earth and planetary, are complementary. The study of the
Earth system—Earth’s interacting physical, chemical, and biological processes—in-
forms our understanding of other worlds in the solar system, and our exploration
of these bodies advance our knowledge of Earth’s evolution.

Heliophysics Science Division

Studying the sun and its interactions with Earth is crucial to increasing our
knowledge of the dynamic solar processes that impact all life on our planet. This
includes advance detection and warning of space weather events, such as solar
storms, that have the potential to cause serious damage to our satellites, energy
grid infrastructure, and the electronics we depend everyday. The request would en-
sure continued growth in NASA’s work researching these and other interactions be-
tween the Sun and the Earth.

NATIONAL OCEANIC & ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

AGU requests that Congress appropriate $5.98 billion for NOAA in fiscal year
2016. This would be a 9.8 percent increase over the fiscal year 2015 appropriated
level for NOAA.

In our 21st century economy, it is vital that NOAA provide the data and insights
on our environment that keep Americans safe and prosperous. NOAA’s atmospheric
and oceanic programs combine cutting-edge research and world-class operational fa-
cilities to ensure that the U.S. is a resilient, weather-ready, and sustainable nation.
Many sectors of our economy rely on the Agency’s satellite programs to provide high
quality, uninterrupted data for weather forecasts and on its oceanic program for in-
sights on our environment and the sustainability of our coastal economies.

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

AGU requests that Congress appropriate $7.72 billion for NSF in fiscal year 2016.
This would be a 5.2 percent increase over the fiscal year 2015 appropriated level
for NSF.

The Foundation is critical to America’s ability to compete globally in technological
and scientific innovation. Faced with ever-increasing international competition,
maintaining U.S. scientific leadership requires continued robust investments in
basic research and STEM education. NSF is the only Federal agency that supports
research and education across all fields of science, engineering, and mathematics
and at all educational levels. Research and education programs supported by NSF
help increase and develop the knowledge base needed for pushing the frontiers of
science, mathematics, and engineering disciplines, contribute to the development of
the future science and technology workforce, underpin new fields of inquiry, and
promote interdisciplinary research and education. All of these facilitate techno-
logical innovation.

Even under tight budget constraints, it is important for NSF to have steady budg-
et levels that demonstrate real growth. Under constant 2014 dollars, NSF has lost
5.8 percent of its budget from fiscal year 2010 to fiscal year 2014. This stagnant
pace of funding is creating an innovation deficit in the U.S.—a widening gap be-
tween the actual level of Federal Government funding for research and higher edu-
cation and what the investment needs to be if the U.S. is to remain the world’s inno-
vation leader.

Geosciences Directorate

The Geoscience Directorate awards research in the Earth, atmospheric, ocean, and
polar sciences. Much of the geosciences research budget leads to a better under-
standing of critical national needs, such as water and mineral resources, energy re-
sources, environmental issues, climate change, and mitigation of natural hazards.
AGU asks the subcommittee to strongly support these programs.

GEO supports infrastructure, operation, and maintenance costs for cutting edge
facilities that are essential for fundamental and applied research. Geoscience-based
research tools and academic expertise helped to track and contain the BP Deepwater
Horizon oil spill, saving billions of dollars for Gulf industries and untold costs to
the environment. Among the major infrastructure that NSF supports, the U.S. Arc-
tic and Antarctic Facilities and Logistics, Academic Research Fleet, EarthScope Op-
erations, Incorporated Research Institutions for Seismology (IRIS), the Ocean Drill-
ing Program, the Ocean Observatories Initiative, and the National Center for At-
mospheric Research are all key to our Nation’s innovation and economic well-being.
AGU strongly supports robust and steady funding for this infrastructure as well as
operation and maintenance of these major facilities.



Earth Science Education

The geosciences workforce is aging and being quickly depleted. Congress can grow
this workforce, stimulate economic growth in the energy, natural resources and en-
vironmental sectors, and improve natural resource literacy by supporting the full in-
tegration of Earth science information into mainstream science education at the K—
12 and higher education levels. AGU strongly supports the new NSF INCLUDES
program (Inclusion Across the Nation of Communities of Learners that have been
Underrepresented for Diversity in Engineering and Science), the Integrated NSF
Support Promoting Interdisciplinary Research and Education program (INSPIRE),
the Graduate Research Fellowships (GRF), and the Research Experiences for Under-
graduates (REU), and the Faculty Early Career Development Program (CAREER).
These programs are effective in building a science and engineering workforce for the
21st century that supports academia, industry, national defense, and Federal and
local governments.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE AMERICAN GEOSCIENCES INSTITUTE

Thank you for this opportunity to provide the American Geosciences Institute’s
perspective on fiscal year 2016 appropriations for geoscience programs within the
subcommittee’s jurisdiction.

The American Geosciences Institute (AGI) supports critical Earth Science research
conducted by the National Science Foundation (NSF), the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration (NOAA), the National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology (NIST), and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).
Cutting-edge research on the Earth, energy, and the environment has fueled eco-
nomic growth, mitigated losses, and improved our quality of life. Our Nation needs
skilled and innovative geoscientists to help explore, assess, and develop Earth’s re-
sources in a strategic, sustainable, and environmentally sound manner and to help
understand, evaluate, and reduce our risks to hazards. AGI recognizes our Nation’s
financial challenges and also the necessity for steady growth and investment in
science and technology for the future.

AGI respectfully requests $1.372 billion for the Geoscience Directorate at NSF and
$1.947 billion for NASA Earth Science programs. AGI supports the President’s re-
quest for $5.982 billion for NOAA and $1.12 billion for NIST.

AGI is a nonprofit federation of about 50 geoscientific and professional societies
representing more than 250,000 geologists, geophysicists, and other Earth scientists.
Founded in 1948, AGI provides information services to geoscientists, serves as a
voice for shared interests in our profession, plays a major role in strengthening geo-
science education, and strives to increase public awareness of the vital role the geo-
sciences play in society’s use of resources, resilience to hazards, and the health of
the environment.

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

AGI supports the President’s request for $7.724 billion for NSF.—These important
investments in the future of our Nation are the seed capital necessary to support
the progress of science and engineering which underpins modern society and pro-
duces revolutionary—and some as yet unforeseen—breakthroughs. Basic research
such as this provides knowledge that is used to improve people’s quality of life, cre-
ates a dynamic and innovative economy, and strengthens the security of the coun-
try.

NSF not only provides core funding and essential infrastructure for basic re-
search, but also supports the education and training of the next generation of the
workforce. AGI believes that investment in NSF programs, where research is funded
based on competitive, scientific merit and peer review, will pay important dividends
in maintaining U.S. dominance in science and technology long into the future.

NSF Geosciences Directorate.—AGI is disappointed that the President’s request
for a 4.7 percent increase for the Geoscience Directorate (GEQ) falls short of his
NSF-wide request for a 5.2 percent increase, especially when GEO funding had al-
ready been cut in fiscal year 2015. AGI respectfully asks the subcommittee to provide
the Geosciences Directorate with $1,372 million for fiscal year 2016 to keep the Di-
rectorate on par with the proposed NSF-wide increase of 5.2 percent.

The Geosciences Directorate (GEO) is the principal source of Federal support for
academic Earth scientists and their students who seek to understand the Earth and
the processes that sustain and transform life on this planet. The Geosciences Direc-
torate provides about 61 percent of Federal funding for basic geoscience research at
academic institutions. According to NSF data, the Directorate distributes about
1,600 new awards annually and expects about 15,900 people to participate in GEO
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activities in fiscal year 2016, while also supporting indispensible research infra-
structure and instruments.

The GEO Directorate plays a significant role in NSF’s cross-foundational initia-
tives, such as the Innovations at the Nexus of Food, Energy, and Water Systems
(INFEWS) and Prediction of and Resilience against Extreme Events (PREEVENTS)
activities. These exciting projects integrate information from a range of disciplines
to address pressing, socially-relevant issues. The geosciences play a large role in
INFEWS, providing raw data and information on fossil, nuclear, and renewable en-
ergies; the quantity, quality, and distribution of water supplies; and the characteris-
tics, health, and stability of soils and the critical zone where Earth, biological, and
human systems intersect. Additionally, geohazards such as earthquakes and land-
slides are a significant component of PREEVENTS. This NSF-wide initiative has
the potential to improve predictability and risk assessments associated with
geohazards, which help build resilience to natural and manmade disasters. These
investments in pre-disaster research and mitigation will provide an excellent return
on investment, both in monetary and social terms. AGI supports funding of $14.78
million for INFEWS and $23.50 million for PREEVENTS in the Geoscience Direc-
tora]ie and particularly stress the importance of the Earth Science Division to this
work.

NSF’s Division of Polar Programs (PLR) funds basic research in the Arctic and
Antarctic and manages all U.S. activities in Antarctica as a single, integrated pro-
gram. The polar regions are the focus of intense scientific and political interest as
new navigation routes are opening access to resources and presenting security chal-
lenges. NSF-funded research and infrastructure are helping the United States un-
derstand environmental conditions in extreme environments, develop polar tech-
nology, and construct data-driven strategic and security policies. AGI suggests a
minimum of $450 million for the Division of Polar Programs.

NSF funds facilities that enable researchers to access locations, data, and tech-
nologies that serve the overall research community. AGI strongly supports robust
and steady funding for infrastructure and the operation and maintenance of major
facilities, including the Academic Research Fleet, Geodetic and Seismological Facili-
ties for the Advancement of Geosciences and EarthScope (GAGE and SAGE), Ocean
Drilling Activities, the Ocean Observatories Initiative, and the National Center for
Atmospheric Research (NCAR).

Directorate for Education and Human Resources.—Support for geoscience edu-
cation within NSF not only helps us meet the demand for a competitive, skilled
workforce, but also supports an informed citizenry prepared to make well-informed
decisions about the management of our planet and its resources. Outreach and edu-
cation are important at all levels from K-12 through graduate and should include
formal and informal outlets to facilitate lifelong learning. AGI strongly supports
funding for geoscience education at all levels and particularly supports programs to
diversify the geoscience student population and workforce. The INCLUDES (Inclu-
sion across the Nation of Communities of Learners that have been Underrep-
resented for Diversity in Engineering and Science) initiative should focus funds and
attention on this important workforce issue. AGI urges Congress to fund programs
in NSF’s Directorate for Education and Human Resources, including NSF Scholar-
ships in STEM, Graduate Research Fellowships, Climate Change Education, Re-
search Experiences for Undergraduates, and Advancing Informal STEM Education.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

Geoscientists rely on NOAA for much of the data and long-term monitoring that
enable research and rapid response for events such as hurricanes, drought, marine
oil spills, and a range of coastal phenomena. The National Weather Service (NWS),
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAS), National Ocean Service (NOS), and the
National Environment Satellite, Data and Information Service (NESDIS) programs
provide the data necessary for understanding and mitigating these events, as well
as sustaining our natural resources. AGI supports the President’s request for $5.982
billion for NOAA and hopes that the subcommittee will continue to support these cru-
cial initiatives.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND TECHNOLOGY

Earth scientists and geotechnical engineers versed in the geosciences conduct
basic research at NIST that is used by the public and private sectors to build resil-
ient communities and stimulate economic growth. The research conducted and the
information gained is essential for understanding natural hazards, identifying the
infrastructure needed to build strong communities, and stimulating economic
growth. AGI strongly supports the President’s request for $1.12 billion for NIST.
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NIST is the lead agency for the National Earthquake Hazard Reduction Program
(NEHRP), an interagency program responsible for the efficient coordination of re-
search and resources to understand and mitigate earthquakes, but has received only
a small portion of authorized and essential funding in the past. AGI supports the
reauthorization and funding of the National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Pro-
gram (NEHRP) in this Congress.

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION

NASA’s current fleet of Earth-observing satellites provides the data necessary to
understand our dynamic planet. These satellites such as the Advanced Earth Ob-
serving Satellite and the Landsat series provide information critical to research and
life-sustaining functions like weather forecasting, emergency service response and
planning, and tracking ash plumes or oil spills that disrupt the economy and the
environment. Geoscientists use Landsat data to monitor, predict, and help land
managers to address drought, wildfires, changes in vegetation, and other changes
to the Earth’s surface. We strongly support the President’s request for $1.947 billion
for NASA Earth Science and the NASA/USGS Sustainability Land Imaging Archi-
tecture Study Team, which is examining options for continuing Landsat-compatible
observations into the future.

Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony to the subcommittee.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC AND LAND-GRANT
UNIVERSITIES’ BOARD ON OCEANS, ATMOSPHERE, AND CLIMATE

On behalf of the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities’ (APLU) Board
on Oceans, Atmosphere, and Climate (BOAC), we thank you for the opportunity to
provide recommendations for the proposed fiscal year 2016 budgets for the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the National Aeronautic and
Space Administration (NASA) and the National Science Foundation (NSF). BOAC
represents hundreds of scientists and administrators at APLU’s 238 member univer-
sities and systems. We support a budget of $80 million for NOAA’s National Sea
Grant College Program, $5.49 billion for NASA’s Science Directorate and $7.7 billion
for NSF. We also support a full restoration of all of NOAA, NASA, and NSF’s STEM
Programs.

According to the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC), between 1980 and 2013,
there were 178 weather/climate disasters that each exceeded $1 billion in damages.
Combined, they exceed $1 trillion in losses. The Federal Government spent nearly
$140 billion on disasters in 2012 alone. Further, the U.S. economy often takes a hit
from disasters as well. The drought of 2012 likely cost the U.S. economy over $30
billion. Additionally, the role of the Federal Government in covering many of these
losses has grown tremendously over the last few decades. Erwann Michel-Kerwann,
chairman of the OECD’s Board on Financial Management of Catastrophes, noted
that in 1989, Federal relief covered only 23 percent of total damage whereas Federal
relief covered 69 percent of Hurricane Ike in 2008 and 75 percent of Hurricane
Sandy in 2012.

To decrease future Federal expenditures and to make the Nation more prepared
for natural disasters, Federal agencies are working with communities across the Na-
tion to enhance their resilience. Community resilience is a measure of the ability
of a community to prepare for, respond to, and fully bounce back from a variety of
crises. Through research, Federal science agencies can play a valuable role in help-
ing communities strengthen their resilience.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

Within the administration’s fiscal year 2016 budget proposal, there is a proposal
to increase the Regional Coastal Resilience Grants program by $45 million to “(1)
increase the resilience of coastal communities and ecosystems by assisting with
planning for and addressing extreme weather events, coastal inundation, climate
hazards, changing ocean conditions, and competing uses; and (2) to support regional
approaches that leverage existing resources and efforts and promote collaboration
across jurisdictions and sectors.” This proposal nearly mirrors the National Sea
Grant College Program’s goals to (1) develop vibrant and resilient coastal economies;
(2) aid communities in using comprehensive planning to make informed strategic de-
cisions; (3) improve coastal water resources to sustain human health and ecosystem
services; and (4) to help resilient coastal communities adapt to the impacts of haz-
ards and coastal changes.
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Thus, while we applaud and support the administration’s attention to coastal re-
silience, we suggest that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) capitalize on the capacity that exists in the Sea Grant Program to add
value to this initiative. Sea Grant would strengthen the research and education
component of this resiliency effort. Furthermore, as required by law, each dollar Sea
Grant receives in Federal funding must be matched at the State level. Finally, Sea
Grant is local; it provides NOAA with boots on the ground throughout the country’s
coastal areas. Sea Grant personnel hear directly from community members about
their needs and work directly with communities to provide technical assistance. We
provide below two examples of the type of work Sea Grant has done related to com-
munity resiliency.

Sea Grant has a proven track record with regard to coastal community resilience
work. For example, the Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium developed the
Coastal Community Resilience Index (CCRI), a community self-assessment tool, in
response to community requests for baseline data they could use to assess how they
are progressing toward their goals to become more resilient. Using this tool, commu-
nities can identify vulnerabilities and prepare for future natural disasters. So far,
47 communities across the Gulf of Mexico, working along with 74 facilitators, have
utilized the tool to determine their base resilience. A small grants program then
provides individual communities financial resources needed to address action items
identified by the CCRI.

Sea Grant Programs also target the individual homeowners in coastal commu-
nities. For instance, the University of Hawai’i Sea Grant produced a community spe-
cific Homeowner’s Handbook to Prepare for Natural Hazards. Using non-technical
language, the book offers homeowners step-by-step instructions for hazard prepara-
tion along with education on the hazard risk in their area. This book has proven
so popular it has gone through 8 print runs and has now been adapted to Alabama,
Delaware, Florida, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Mississippi, and Texas.

Based on the examples given, we encourage the subcommittee to fund Sea Grant
at $80 million, allowing the Program to then be heavily utilized in NOAA’s resil-
iency efforts.

Underlying all of the programs above are the skilled scientists, educators, and
community engagement specialists in academia, non-profits, industry and State,
local, and Federal Government that actually perform the work. The continuity and
durability of that workforce relies on strong educational programs that recruit, men-
tor, and develop the necessary human capacity. The administration’s budget calls
for the elimination of several important STEM programs at NOAA that contribute
to the development of a workforce with the skills and expertise needed in our 21st
century economy.

NOAA’s Fisheries Sea Grant Fellowship encourages students to pursue careers in
population and ecosystem dynamics or marine resource economics, areas vital to
NOAA’s management of the Nation’s fisheries. The NOAA Teach at Sea Program
permits K-12 teachers the opportunity to experience hands-on, real world research
on NOAA’s fisheries, oceanographic, or hydrographic survey cruises. This allows
those teachers to enrich their curricula and enhance their approaches to teaching
science. Finally, it is not enough in today’s complex world to know only the technical
aspects of one’s science discipline, but also to hone professional skills needed to be-
come tomorrow’s leaders. The John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship provides ex-
actly that type of training.

BOAC strongly encourages the subcommittee to restore funding for all the NOAA
STEM programs.

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

BOAC supports the administration’s request of $7.7 billion for the National
Science Foundation (NSF). NSF provides 61 percent of geoscience basic research
funding, including support for critical infrastructure such as the National Center for
Atmospheric Research—Wyoming Supercomputing Center, the Academic Research
Fleet, and the Ocean Observatories. Additionally, NSF is the home of traditionally
strong STEM education programs.

BOAC supports the budget request for NSF’s geosciences directorate. NSF’s in-
vestments in the geosciences address important national challenges, spur new eco-
nomic sectors, and lead to the development and implementation of advanced tech-
nologies that save lives, protect property, and support our economy. BOAC also sup-
ports the NSF’s creation of the focused research effort called Prevention of and Re-
silience against Extreme Events (PREEVENTS), the purpose of which is to enhance
national resilience to natural hazards. Like the Hazards SEES (Science, Engineer-
ing, and Education for Sustainability) before it, PREEVENTS will improve quan-
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titative models and qualitative research that should aid societal preparedness and
resilience. In particular, PREEVENTS will promote disciplinary and multidisci-
plinary projects for significant near— or medium-term advances.

BOAC is also pleased to see NSF expand research into Innovations at the Nexus
of Food, Energy, and Water Systems (INFEWS). In its “Science Education and Out-
reach Roadmap for Natural Resources,” APLU’s BOAC and its Board on Natural Re-
sources identified six major grand challenges facing the Nation’s natural resources,
three of which are agriculture, energy, and water. There are many examples of
where these three come into play with one another. The drought in California af-
fects not only California’s enormous agricultural system but also the State’s produc-
tion of hydroelectricity. Many of the Nation’s important waterways face problems
with eutrophication from nutrient runoff from intensive agricultural production.

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION

Like NOAA & NSF, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
is critical to community resilience, both for developing an understanding of the
earth and how it functions as well as collection of the data scientists use to help
aid decision-makers.

In 2007, the National Academies issued the report, “Earth and Science Applica-
tions from Space: National Imperatives for the Next Decade and Beyond.” The report
found that between 2000 and 2009 funding for Earth Sciences (ES) had fallen sub-
stantially. Past investments in NASA’s science mission have funded university re-
search that has resulted in the development of new instruments and technologies
and in valuable advances in weather forecasting, climate projections and under-
standing of Earth ecosystems.

NASA is instrumental in deploying satellites used by NOAA. Furthermore, with-
out the tools developed at NASA, oceanic, atmospheric, hydrologic and Earth-system
scientists and the Nation would have only a fragmentary picture of the inter-
connected functioning of the planet’s oceans, atmosphere and land. NASA plays a
role in technology transfer from NOAA by testing new sensors. NASA is currently
developing a sensor that will for the first time give scientists and resource planners
a global picture of the world’s terrestrial water supplies. Currently many lakes and
rivers are not monitored and there is no centralized location for water resource in-
formation. The NASA data archive is an irreplaceable collection of environmental
information that researchers depend upon. NASA also flies the WB-57 high altitude
research aircraft, which performs valuable atmospheric research missions including
remote sensing for coastal resiliency and the study of hurricane formation and in-
tensity change. Furthermore, through its support for young scientists and graduate
students, the NASA science mission supports innovation in the education and future
workforce pipeline.

Finally, we support funding NASA to develop and implement a scatterometer mis-
sion with fast community access to those data, capability to distinguish between
wind and rain and a higher orbit for coverage of Alaskan waters. The scatterometer
has been a critical component of hurricane prediction.

BOAC thanks you for the opportunity to provide our views to the subcommittee.
We look forward to working with you through the fiscal year 2016 appropriations
process.

ABOUT APLU AND THE BOARD ON NATURAL RESOURCES

APLU’s membership consists of 238 State universities, land-grant universities,
State-university systems and related organizations. APLU institutions enroll more
than 4.8 million undergraduate students and 1.3 million graduate students, award
1.2 million degrees, and conduct $41 billion annually in university-based research
annually. The Board’s mission is to provide Federal relations for issues involving
university-based programs in marine, atmospheric, and climatological sciences.
BOAC representatives are chosen by their president’s office to serve. They include
some of the Nation’s leading research and educational expertise in atmospheric, ma-
rine, and climate disciplines.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE ASSOCIATION OF SCIENCE-TECHNOLOGY CENTERS
INTRODUCTION

Chairman Shelby, Ranking Member Mikulski, and members of the subcommittee,
thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony for the record. My name
is Anthony (Bud) Rock, and I serve as the President and Chief Executive Officer
of the Association of Science-Technology Centers (ASTC). My testimony today ad-
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dresses the importance of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM) education, and will focus specifically on the fiscal year 2016 budgets for four
specific programs at three Federal agencies over which your subcommittee has juris-
diction, including: (1) the Competitive Program for Science Museums, Planetariums,
and NASA Visitor Centers Plus Other Opportunities (CP4SMP+) at the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA),which would not be funded under
the President’s fiscal year 2016 request; the Bay-Watershed Education and Training
(B-WET) Regional Programs and Competitive Education Grants (CEG)/Environ-
mental Literacy Grants (ELG) programs at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), which would not be funded under the President’s fiscal
year 2016 request; and the Advancing Informal STEM Learning (AISL) program at
the National Science Foundation (NSF), which would receive $60 million under the
President’s fiscal year 2016 request.

OUR REQUEST

On behalf of ASTC and the nearly 400 science centers and museums we represent
here in the United States, I urge the subcommittee to continue its strong support
for critical STEM education programs within NASA, NOAA, and NSF as the Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies appropriations bill for fiscal year 2016
moves forward. Specifically, I urge you to:

—Provide $10 million for the Competitive Program for Science Museums, Plan-
etariums, and NASA Visitor Centers Plus Other Opportunities at the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration.

—Provide $12 million for the Bay-Watershed Education and Training Regional
Programs and $8 million for the Competitive Education Grants/Environmental
Literacy Grants programs at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration.

—Provide $60 million for the Advancing Informal STEM Learning program at the
National Science Foundation.

—Continue to thoroughly examine any proposals that would seek to consolidate
and/or reorganize Federal STEM education programs in an effort to ensure that
stakeholder input has been sought and that proven, successful programs are
maintained.

Before providing more detail about ASTC and the science center and museum

field, I want to first offer a brief snapshot of these Federal programs and why they
are so vital to communities across the country.

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION

NASA’s Competitive Program for Science Museums, Planetariums, and NASA Vis-
itor Centers Plus Other Opportunities provides support for education or research en-
gagement projects, exhibits, and/or partnerships with K-12 schools to support
inquiry- or experiential-based activities led by informal education institutions—like
science centers and museums—that feature NASA missions, science, engineering,
explorations, or technologies.

With fiscal year 2014 funding, NASA awarded funding to 12 projects, including
three NASA Visitor Centers. Three Maryland-based institutions—the Maryland
Science Center, the Prince George’s County Public Schools’ Howard B. Owens
Science Center, and the Goddard Space Flight Center—collaborated on a proposal
and are receiving support to make educators, students, families, and the public
more aware and better informed of NASA heliophysics science and NASA missions
studying the Sun. Program participants will come to a better understanding of the
Sun, space weather, and the Sun’s far-reaching influence on our planet and the rest
of the solar system.

Though Congress—and this subcommittee—have been very supportive of this pro-
gram since its inception in fiscal year 2008, the agency has not indicated if any fis-
cal year 2015 funds will be available for new grants. Furthermore, the President
did not include funding for the program in his fiscal year 2016 budget request. I
encourage the subcommittee to continue its strong support for the CP4SMP + by pro-
viding $10 million for fiscal year 2016.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

NOAA’s Bay-Watershed Education and Training Regional Programs are environ-
mental education offerings that promote locally relevant, experiential learning in
the K-12 environment. The program, which currently serves seven areas of the
country (California, the Chesapeake Bay, the Great Lakes, the Gulf of Mexico, Ha-
wai’i, New England, and the Pacific Northwest), promotes environmental literacy in
society by supporting individuals to understand, protect, and restore watersheds
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and related ecosystems. With fiscal year 2015 funding for 86 new and continuing
awards, B-WET grants will reach an estimated 69,000 students and 2,600 teachers.

NOAA’s Competitive Education Grants/Environmental Literacy Grants program,
which the agency touts as “the longest-standing and most comprehensive national
grants program focused on environmental literacy,” helps improve and increase the
understanding and use of earth systems science while advancing STEM education.
Since its beginnings in 2005, NOAA has made 111 awards to over 150 institutions
across the country—all of which help advance its mission. The agency estimates
that each year, an average of 60 million people visit an institution—like a science
center or museum—that has a NOAA-funded exhibit or program.

Despite this measurable impact, the President’s fiscal year 2016 budget request
once again proposes the termination of both the B-WET and the CEG/ELG pro-
grams, which received $7.2 million and $4 million, respectively, for fiscal year 2015.
For fiscal year 2016, I urge the subcommittee to remain supportive of the programs
by providing $12 million in funding for B-WET and $8 million in funding for CEG/
ELG.

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

Fiscal year 2016 funding for the Advancing Informal STEM Learning program,
offered by the Directorate for Education and Human Resources and the Division of
Research on Learning in Formal and Informal Settings, will provide resources to
support design, adaptation, implementation, and research on innovative modes of
learning in the informal environment, with important emphases on citizen science,
making, and cyberlearning. Just last year, new awards were made to the University
of Alaska-Fairbanks (in partnership with the Oregon Museum of Science and Indus-
try), the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Sciences, the University
of Wisconsin-Madison, and the University of New Hampshire, to name just a few.

The President’s fiscal year 2016 budget request includes $60 million—$5 million
more than the fiscal year 2015 appropriated level—for AISL. I encourage the sub-
committee to support the President’s request.

STEM EDUCATION CONSOLIDATION AND REORGANIZATION

With regard to the Federal STEM education consolidation plan first released by
the administration for fiscal year 2014 and amended in each of the last two budget
requests, I recognize the importance of creating efficiencies within the Federal Gov-
ernment whenever possible. Nevertheless, I continue to have serious concerns about
a proposal that would eliminate effective programs that support informal STEM
learning. Integral Federal investments, including the aforementioned NASA and
NOAA offerings, are once again slated for elimination in fiscal year 2016. I sincerely
appreciate the subcommittee’s thoughtful consideration of the harmful effect of the
proposed terminations, and ask you to remain steadfast in your support of these
programs.

ABOUT ASTC AND SCIENCE CENTERS

The Association of Science-Technology Centers is a global organization providing
collective voice, professional support, and programming opportunities for science
centers, museums, and related institutions, whose innovative approaches to science
learning inspire people of all ages about the wonders and the meaning of science
in their lives. Science centers are sites for informal learning, and are places to dis-
cover, explore, and test ideas about science, technology, engineering, mathematics,
health, and the environment. They feature interactive exhibits, hands-on science ex-
periences for children, professional development opportunities for teachers, and edu-
cational programs for adults. In science centers, visitors become adventurous explor-
ers who together discover answers to the myriad questions of how the world
works—and why. As members of this subcommittee know, it is imperative that we
spark an interest in STEM fields at an early age—a key role for community-based
science centers and museums, who often undertake this effort with the aforemen-
tioned modest—but important—support from NASA, NOAA, and NSF, in addition
to other Federal agencies.

ASTC works with science centers and museums to address critical societal issues,
locally and globally, where understanding of and engagement with science are es-
sential. As liaisons between the science community and the public, science centers
are ideally positioned to heighten awareness of critical issues like agriculture, en-
ergy, the environment, infectious diseases, and space; increase understanding of—
and exposure to—important and exciting new technologies; and promote meaningful
exchange and debate between scientists and local communities.
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ASTC now counts 636 members, including 489 operating or developing science
centers and museums in 45 countries. Collectively, our institutions garner 95 mil-
lion visits worldwide each year. Here in the United States alone, our guests—and
your constituents—pass through science center doors more than 73 million times to
participate in intriguing educational science activities and explorations of scientific
phenomena.

Science centers come in all shapes and sizes, from larger institutions in big metro-
politan areas to smaller centers in somewhat less populated ones. ASTC represents
institutions as diverse as the Adventure Science Center in Nashville; the Anchorage
Museum at Rasmuson Center; the Connecticut Science Center; the Echo Lake
Aquarium and Science Center in Burlington, Vermont; the Maine Discovery Mu-
seum in Bangor; the McWane Science Center in Birmingham; the Museum of Dis-
covery in Little Rock; and the Providence Children’s Museum.

Our centers reach a wide audience, a significant portion of which are school
groups. Here in the United States, 94 percent of our members offer school field
trips, and we estimate that more than 13 million children attend science centers
and museums as part of those groups each year. Field trips, however, are truly just
the beginning of what science centers and museums contribute to our country’s edu-
cational infrastructure, as: 92 percent offer classes and demonstrations; 90 percent
offer school outreach programs; 76 percent offer workshops or institutes for teach-
ers; 74 percent offer programs for home-schoolers; 67 percent offer programs that
target adult audiences; 65 percent offer curriculum materials; 50 percent offer after-
school programs; 34 percent offer youth employment programs; and 22 percent offer
citizen science projects.

CONCLUSION

With this in mind, and while I am fully aware of the significant budget challenges
that face this subcommittee, Congress, and the Nation, I hope you will continue to
recognize the important educational offerings science centers and museums make
available to students, families, and teachers, along with the essential Federal sup-
port they receive from NASA, NOAA, and NSF.

Again, I respectfully request and urge you to:

—Provide $10 million for the Competitive Program for Science Museums, Plan-
etariums, and NASA Visitor Centers Plus Other Opportunities at the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration.

—Provide $12 million for the Bay-Watershed Education and Training Regional
Programs and $8 million for the Competitive Education Grants/Environmental
Literacy Grants program at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion.

—Provide $60 million for the Advancing Informal STEM Learning program at the
National Science Foundation.

—Continue to closely examine any proposals that would seek to consolidate and/
or reorganize Federal STEM education programs in an effort to ensure that
stakeholder input has been sought and that proven, successful programs are
maintained.

Thank you once again for your strong support for America’s science centers and
museums—and for the opportunity to present these views. My staff and I would be
happy to respond to any questions or provide additional information as needed by
the subcommittee.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE ASSOCIATION OF ZOOS AND AQUARIUMS
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

Thank you Chairman Shelby and Ranking Member Mikulski for allowing me to
submit testimony on behalf of the Nation’s 214 AZA-accredited zoos and aquariums.
Specifically, I want to express my support for the inclusion of $4 million for the
John H. Prescott Marine Mammal Rescue Assistance Grant Program, $8,000,000 for
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Environmental Lit-
eracy Grants Program (including $2,500,000 for the NOAA Ocean Education Grants
Program), and $12,000,000 for the Bay, Watershed, Education and Training Pro-
gram in the fiscal year 2016 Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies ap-
propriations bill. Additionally, I urge you to reject any proposal that eliminate valu-
able ocean education programs as part of a plan to restructure Federal Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) programs.

Founded in 1924, the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) is a nonprofit
501c(3) organization dedicated to the advancement of zoos and aquariums in the
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areas of conservation, education, science, and recreation. AZA-accredited zoos and
aquariums annually see more than 180 million visitors, collectively generate more
than $17 billion in annual economic activity, and support more than 165,000 jobs
across the country. Over the last 5 years, AZA-accredited institutions supported
more than 4,000 field conservation and research projects with $160,000,000 annu-
ally in more than 100 countries. In the last 10 years, accredited zoos and aquariums
formally trained more than 400,000 teachers, supporting science curricula with ef-
fective teaching materials and hands-on opportunities. School field trips annually
connect more than 12,000,000 students with the natural world.

During the past 20 years AZA-accredited zoos and aquariums have rescued and
rehabilitated more than 1,800 marine animals including stranded dolphins, whales,
sea lions, seals, sea otters, sea turtles, and manatees. More than 1,750 (97 percent)
of these animals have been successfully released back into their natural habitat.
While the Nations’ accredited zoos and aquariums support wildlife rehabilitation
through their ongoing animal rescue programs, these institutions are sometimes in-
volved in addressing natural and manmade disasters such as the 2010 Deepwater
Horizon Gulf oil spill. For example, following the oil spill, accredited zoos and aquar-
iums around the country offered assistance by pledging the services of 200 animal
care professionals and donating supplies, vehicles, and other resources to assist in
the wildlife rescue efforts.

The John H. Prescott Marine Mammal Rescue Assistance Grant Program provides
grants or cooperative agreements to eligible stranding network participants for the
recovery and treatment (i.e., rehabilitation) of stranded marine mammals; data col-
lection from living or dead stranded marine mammals; and, facility upgrades, oper-
ation costs, and staffing needs directly related to the recovery and treatment of
stranded marine mammals and collection of data from living or dead stranded ma-
rine mammals. Eligible applicants are currently active, authorized participants, in-
cluding AZA-accredited zoos and aquariums, or researchers in the National Marine
Mammal Stranding Network.

Without the Prescott grant program, NOAA would have to rely on private organi-
zations as it coordinates the response to marine mammals in distress; determines
disease, injury and potential cause(s) of death; and supports emergency response for
marine mammals during oil spills, outbreaks of diseases, and unusual mortality
events. Network partners may not have the funds or the ability to respond to some
stranding events, leaving animals at risk for prolonged exposure and likely death.
Without funding for this program the critical ability to monitor marine mammal
health trends, collect scientific data, and perform analysis would also be diminished.
Information about the causes of marine mammal strandings is useful to the public
because marine mammals can serve as an indicator of ocean health, giving insight
inti)f larger environmental issues that also have implications for human health and
welfare.

At the same time that AZA-accredited zoos and aquariums are working with Fed-
eral partners to conserve ocean wildlife, they also are providing essential learning
opportunities, particularly about science, for schoolchildren in formal and informal
settings. Increasing access to formal and informal science education opportunities
has never been more important. Studies have shown that American schoolchildren
are lagging behind their international peers in certain subjects including science
and math.

The NOAA Ocean Education Grants Program and Bay, Watershed, Education and
Training Program bring students closer to science by providing them with the oppor-
tunity to learn firsthand about our world’s marine resources. Through these grant
programs, aquariums work closely with Federal, State, and local partners on
projects with long-lasting benefits not only for the students but their communities
as well. For example, previous projects funded by NOAA Ocean Education Grants
at AZA aquariums have focused on establishing a regional network of summer camp
programs grounded in ocean science, enhancing teen conservation leadership pro-
grams, and conserving and managing coastal and marine resources to meet our Na-
tion’s economic, social and environmental needs. As schools face increased budgetary
pressures, these types of education programs at aquariums will become even more
important in ensuring that American schoolchildren receive the necessary founda-
tion in science education that they will need to be competitive in the 21st century
global economy.

AZA-accredited zoos and aquariums are essential partners at the Federal, State,
and local levels to improve education for schoolchildren and ensure that current and
future generations will be good stewards of the world’s oceans. Therefore, I urge you
to include $4 million for the John H. Prescott Marine Mammal Rescue Assistance
Grant Program, $8,000,000 for the NOAA Environmental Literacy Grants Program
(including $2,500,000 for the NOAA Ocean Education Grants Program), and
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$12,000,000 for the Bay, Watershed, Education and Training Program in the fiscal
year 2016 Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies appropriations bill.
Thank you.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE CONSORTIUM FOR OCEAN LEADERSHIP

On behalf of the Consortium for Ocean Leadership, I appreciate the opportunity
to discuss the fiscal year 2016 Federal science budget for the National Science Foun-
dation (NSF), the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). Ocean Leadership rep-
resents 89 of the Nation’s leading oceanographic research and education institutions
with the mission to shape the future of ocean sciences. We respectfully request the
subcommittee provide no less than $7.72 billion for the NSF; $1.95 billion for Earth
Sciences at NASA; and $6 billion for NOAA. These funds will help maintain U.S.
global leadership in ocean science and technology, which is critical to American agri-
culture, energy development, a changing Arctic, ocean exploration and a healthy
U.S. scientific workforce.

OCEAN FORECASTS ARE CRITICAL TO AMERICAN AGRICULTURE

The ocean drives global water and weather systems through the absorption, reten-
tion and transportation of vast amounts of the Earth’s heat, water and carbon diox-
ide. Thanks to the longstanding bipartisan support of this subcommittee, our Nation
has been well positioned to lead the world in innovation while also effectively and
efficiently incorporating environmental data into marketplace. For example, the sup-
port of this committee enabled NOAA to better service the buoys comprising the
TAO Array (Tropical Atmosphere Ocean project in the equatorial Pacific), which had
degraded significantly and is critical for seasonal weather predictions.

One of the most important influences on weather variation is derived from El
Nino Southern Oscillation, or ENSO, which is a coupled atmosphere-ocean oscilla-
tion that impacts atmosphere and ocean circulation patterns across the equatorial
Pacific. A rise in sea surface temperatures in the eastern tropical Pacific and an
eastward shift in the convection in the western Pacific typically characterizes an El
Nino event, which causes major seasonal temperature and precipitation changes
around the world, including changes in rainfall over much of America’s most produc-
tive croplands. Consequently, commodity strategists incorporate predictions of El
Nino events into commodity prices months and in some cases up to a year in ad-
vance. Last year, experts predicted that there would up to an 80 percent chance of
an El Nifio occurring, which led to increased prices for commodities such as coffee
and cocoa. Yet, while sea surface waters rose in the equatorial Pacific, the trade
winds never materialized and El Nino didn’t arrive as predicted. Consequently, the
drought-stricken west didn’t experience the higher rainfalls expected during El Nino
events. Such information is vital not only for the agriculture industry but also the
insurance industry, the energy sector, and national security as civil unrest can occur
i)verseas when crops fail, fresh water is in short supply, or floods displace popu-
ations.

ENSO isn’t the only ocean-atmosphere factor in predicting weather. There are
other natural variations, including the North Atlantic/Arctic Oscillation, which is re-
lated to the Polar Vortex and mainly influences the temperature and precipitation
in the eastern half of the United States. The Pacific Decadal Oscillation interacts
with ENSO to influence weather in the western United States. However, today’s
predictive models have not matured enough to forecast these oscillations nearly as
well as we have been predicting ENSO. With the unrealized El Nino prediction of
2014, clearly we still have a ways to go in improving models on seasonal timescales,
which is essential for agriculture and energy preparation as well as preparing for
drought and flooding. While the TAO array has been very helpful for ENSO pre-
dictions, so much of the global ocean is not yet measured, especially the surface me-
teorology and air-sea fluxes. Satellite observations are essential as they give us a
global view and are advancing with new salinity sensors and improved altimetry.
Yet, we are faced with potential data gaps in our polar orbiting satellites that pro-
vide critical data for weather forecasts. To truly become a weather ready nation, we
neead s%stained ocean observations, both from space as well as in situ, particularly
at depth.

MARINE ROBOTICS AND OCEAN VEHICLES ESSENTIAL TO U.S. TECHNOLOGY LEADERSHIP

Investment in basic technology research for the geosciences has spurred the
growth of marine robotics, which like the transition from sail to steam power, is
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ushering in a new chapter in ocean observation and monitoring. Autonomous under-
water robotic systems open the door for routine and persistent access to the deep
ocean, allowing the expansion of commercial activities that include offshore oil and
gas exploration, undersea mining, aquaculture, and installation of marine wind and
wave energy facilities and submarine communication cables. Thus far marine
robotic systems have been tied to ships, but newer systems are able to operate inde-
pendently, providing broader and more long-term access for baseline environmental
assessments and observing and for equipment monitoring and maintenance, reduc-
ing shipping and permitting costs and greatly improving hazards response manage-
ment. At one time, U.S. oceanographic institutions were among the few organiza-
tions in the world that could build and operate deep ROVs. Now these vehicles are
used by the entire oceanographic community for a variety of uses including offshore
energy production. Hydroid Inc., Teledyne Webb Research, and Bluefin Robotics are
three highly successful job-creating companies that spun off from academic research
laboratories (Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution and MIT). Together, these three
companies dominate worldwide production of autonomous underwater vehicles, with
deployed systems projected to grow by 42 percent over the next 4 years (Douglas-
Westwood study).

Researchers at Oregon State University are outfitting undersea gliders with
acoustic sensors to identify biological “hot spots” in the coastal ocean. These new
smart gliders will be able to identify different kinds of marine animals using their
unique acoustical signatures, which will ultimately benefit the fishing industry and
resource managers. The geosciences directorate at NSF needs to be a priority if it
is going to continue to support the basic research required to develop the next gen-
ell"ation vehicles and sensors in what is becoming a globally competitive market-
place.

MAINTAINING U.S. GLOBAL POSTURE IN THE ARCTIC

The United States is an Arctic nation, where significant economic, social and na-
tional security interests intersect. The Arctic harbors tremendous natural resources,
thriving and productive ecosystems, and is increasingly becoming an international
focus for expanded navigation and commerce. Yet, in many places, the seafloor is
virtually uncharted and the water column is essentially unknown. We are already
observing a rise in commercial activity in the Arctic in terms of shipping, fishing
and oil and gas exploration, which could eventually lead to boundary disputes
among nations or accidents that require search and rescue or oil spill response. Put
simply, the United States is not yet prepared to respond to an accident or serious
incident in the Arctic. And it’s not just the cargo ships that are traversing the Arc-
tic, as there are also marine species that are making their way between the Pacific
and Atlantic for the first time in millennia, which may have negative ecological im-
plications as invasive species. Because of its high latitude, effects of a rapidly chang-
ing climate are amplified. Climate projections for the Arctic region depend on know-
ing the state and circulation of the Arctic Ocean, yet ocean-ice interactions are poor-
ly understood. Furthermore, the Arctic basin is insufficiently mapped and instru-
mented for real-time observations, and there is a need for improved integration of
observations into models to produce reliable projections.

As ice cover decreases in this part of the world, ocean warming will accelerate be-
cause ice reflects 90 percent of solar radiation and the oceans absorb 90 percent.
The result will be an increase in sea level, release of methane gasses that could fur-
ther contribute to climate change, and an increase in extreme weather events in
lower latitudes. But with great change comes great opportunity. As the United
States assumes chairmanship of the Arctic Council, our Nation stands at a pivotal
moment with the opportunity to proactively manage, protect and use this unique
ecosystem proactively. Consequently, Ocean Leadership recently convened a forum
to discuss the state of current knowledge, and how we can achieve the capacity to
more accurately predict these changes. It is critical for operators in the Arctic and
for U.S. diplomatic leadership that our science agencies, including NSF, NOAA and
NASA, have the resources to develop and deploy the technologies we need to ob-
serve, monitor and understand this pivotal region.

OCEAN EXPLORATION IS AMERICA’S NEXT FRONTIER

The ocean is the predominant physical feature on our planet, covering 71 percent
of the Earth’s surface, containing 97 percent of the planet’s water and 99 percent
of the Earth’s habitat. Despite the fact that most life on Earth lives in the ocean,
95 percent of the ocean remains unexplored. The estimated 91 percent of the sea-
life that remains undiscovered may prove vital to human health and well-being
through the development of pharmaceuticals and medicinals. For instance, biologist
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Stanley Watson from Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution conducted fundamental
research on bacteria’s role in the marine food web in the 1970’s. This work resulted
in a patent for the detection of bacteria in seawater, using an extract from the blood
of horseshoe crabs, which spun off into a company that was the first licensed by the
FDA to detect the presence of different kinds of human disease causing bacteria.
Today, more than a half a million crabs are captured each year to “donate” about
30 percent of their blood (valued at $60,000 per gallon) for a global industry valued
at £50 million a year that ensures the sterility of vaccines, IV fluids, surgical instru-
ments, artificial implants, and countless other drugs and medical devices. It is im-
portant for NOAA to have a robust ocean exploration endeavor and for NSF and
NASA to continue funding basic research in this area that may form the building
block for the next generation of cures for human ailments.

EDUCATING THE NEXT GENERATION OF GEOSCIENTISTS

The geosciences support from NSF, in addition to the STEM education programs
at the mission agencies, is essential for training the next generation of geoscientists.
The Workforce Research team at the American Geosciences Institute calculated that
there will be a shortage of 135,000 geoscientists in the U.S. workforce over the next
decade. We can ill afford to have a shortage of these workers that are vital for the
energy and weather forecasting industries as well as natural resource managers,
land use planners and first responders. Diversity continues to be a challenge for the
scientific community as we need to develop a workforce whose composition better
resembles the broader population. We greatly appreciate the support this sub-
committee has given to STEM education programs at NSF, NOAA and NASA, and
encourage this support to extend into the geoscience directorate at NSF, which aids
the development of thousands of early career geoscientists.

As you draft your spending bill, I hope that you will note that the bulk of the
intellectual capacity regarding the ocean environment resides within the academic
research community. Peer-reviewed extramural research is the most efficient and ef-
fective vehicle for providing our policy makers and our commercial partners with the
expertise, information and data necessary to address the emerging challenges facing
our Nation. We also hope that you will continue to permit science priorities and de-
cisions to be made by the scientific community, which has enabled America’s innova-
tion economy to thrive for decades. Given the austere fiscal environment, we are
prepared to work with the Foundation to help ensure that there is robust core re-
search at a time when new facilities are coming online.

In summary, the funding we have recommended is essential for American agri-
culture and energy security, U.S. technology leadership, our global posture in the
Arctic, ocean observing and exploration, and the next generation of American sci-
entific talent.

Mr. Chairman and members of the subcommittee, I greatly appreciate the oppor-
tunity to share our recommendations, and I encourage you to continue your long-
standing bipartisan support for science funding in the fiscal year 2016 budget and
into the future.

Below is a list of the institutions that are represented by the Consortium for
Ocean Leadership.

Alabama Aquarium of the Pacific
Dauphin Island Sea Lab Hubbs-SeaWorld Research Institute
aupiun istand sea La Romberg Tiburon Center for
Alaska Environmental Studies

University of Alaska Fairbanks
Alaska Ocean Observing System
North Pacific Research Board

California

Bodega Marine Lab

Monterey Bay Aquarium Research
Institute

Moss Landing Marine Laboratory

Naval Postgraduate School

Stanford University

University of California, Santa Barbara

University of California, Santa Cruz

University of California, San Diego
(Scripps)

University of Southern California

Esri

L-3 MariPro, Inc.

Liquid Robotics, Inc.

Teledyne RD Instruments
Colorado

Cooperative Institute for Research in

Environmental Sciences (CIRES)

Connecticut

University of Connecticut

Delaware
University of Delaware
Mid-Atlantic Regional Association
Coastal Ocean Observing System
(MARACOOS)



Florida

Florida State University
Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute
at FAU
Mote Marine Laboratory
University of Florida
University of Miami
University of South Florida
Earth20cean, Inc.
Florida Institute of Oceanography
Nova Southeastern University
Georgia
Skidaway Institute of Oceanography of
the University of Georgia
Savannah State University
Hawaii

University of Hawaii

Illinois
John G. Shedd Aquarium

Louisiana
Louisiana Universities Marine
Consortium (LUMCON)
Louisiana State University
Maine
Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences
University of Maine
The IO0S Association (formerly NFRA)
Maryland
University of Maryland Center for
Environmental Science
Johns Hopkins University
Marine Technology Society
National Aquarium
Massachusetts
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
University of Massachusetts
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Michigan
University of Michigan
Mississippi
University of Mississippi
University of Southern Mississippi
Nebraska
University of Nebraska, Lincoln
New Hampshire
University of New Hampshire
New Jersey
Rutgers University

New York

Columbia University (LDEO)
Stony Brook University
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North Carolina

Duke University Marine Laboratory

University of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill

University of North Carolina,
Wilmington

East Carolina University

North Carolina State University

Oregon

Oregon State University

Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania State University

Rhode Island
University of Rhode Island

South Carolina
Belle W. Baruch Institute for Marine
and Coastal Sciences
South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium
Texas
Harte Research Institute
Texas A&M University
University of Texas, Austin
Fugro
Sonardyne, Inc.
Virginia
College of William and Mary (VIMS)
Old Dominion University
CNA
Institute for Global Environmental
Strategies (IGES)
U.S. Arctic Research Commission
CARIS, USA
SAIC
Washington
University of Washington
Sea-Bird Scientific
Washington, DC
National Ocean Industries Association
(NOIA)
Southeastern Universities Research
Association (SURA)
Wisconsin
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee,
School of Freshwater Sciences
Australia
Institute for Marine and Antarctic
Studies (IMAS) at the University of
Tasmania
Bermuda
Bermuda Institute of Ocean Sciences
(BIOS)
Canada

Dalhousie University
University of Victoria
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE FISH LOCALLY COLLABORATIVE

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Members and supporters of the Fish Locally Collaborative appreciate the oppor-
tunity to submit comments on the proposed fiscal year 2016 budget for the National
Marine Fisheries Service. The Fish Locally Collaborative (FLC) is a network of fish-
ing communities, including fishers, processors, marketers, families, scientists, and
seafood consumers, with over 400 individuals representing 60 organizations and net-
works, and over 400,000 fishing families spanning the globe. The FLC does not
speak as a unified voice on all matters, but rather seeks to collaborate, research,
and learn from each other in developing new solutions and policy directives in sus-
tainable fisheries.

FLC VALUES AND PERSPECTIVES

The FLC is committed to restoration of marine ecosystems, fishing communities,
and a fair seafood value chain. The network values a genuine democratic and bot-
tom-up approach to fisheries management, which is needed to achieve healthier eco-
systems and ensure a diverse fleet that maximizes value to fishing communities,
local economies, and the food system. Success will be achieved when appropriate
management tools are made available, fishermen’s local knowledge is accounted for
in the decision-making process, and the scale of fishing matches the scales of the
ecosystems.

The fishing industry includes ports, fleets, processors, fish workers, and people
who eat seafood. Our Nation benefits from strong coastal communities (both rural
and urban) and measuring a fisherman’s impact needs to include the triple bottom
line with an increased focus on community (social) values and benefits. Large-scale
corporate interest and control over access to fisheries hurts marine ecosystems,
hurts local economies, hurts the seafood value chain, and divides fishing commu-
nities.

The Magnuson Stevens Fisheries Conservation and Management Act establishes
goals and describes national benefits in terms of fish stocks, habitat protection, port
economies, and seafood, but current management has focused primarily on fishing
and its impact on habitat, to the relative exclusion of community benefits and
healthy seafood.

While cutbacks in allowable catch driven by 10-year rebuilding plans have re-
ceived the greatest attention as the cause of economic distress in the fishing fleets
and ports, the current management system has exacerbated these difficulties great-
ly, particularly for community-based and family-owned boat fishermen, through
such mechanisms as: stock assessments unable to deliver reliable predictions and
management alternatives; failure to assess non-fishing impacts, such as climate
change, pollution, and ecosystem dynamics; collapsing prices due to cheap foreign
imports, high-volume extractive fisheries, and weak domestic markets for local sea-
food; inflexibility in shifting effort of the fleet to other species; regulations that fail
to protect the discrete, local fish populations that are so important to community-
based and family-owned boats; pressure from real estate development in working
waterfronts; and high fuel and other costs of fishing.

WORK OF THE FLC

FLC members are active in researching and creating new models and practices
to address a range of needs and opportunities, including: protection of fleet diver-
sity, multi-species harvesting and community-based management approaches; local
food system development, such as expanding markets for hospitals, schools, colleges;
creating the Community Supported Fishery (CSF) model and replicating it widely;
working waterfront protection; value-added product development and waste recov-
ery; ocean planning and decisionmaking. We also reach out to and are informed by
experts and practitioners in the farming sector and other related fields of institu-
tional, market, financial, and technology innovation and reform.

COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2016 NMFS BUDGET

It is from this foundation of values, perspectives, and capacity that FLC members
and supporters offer specific comments on the proposed fiscal year 2016 NMFS
budget.
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1. Habitat and Ecosystem-Based Management

A. The FLC offers support for the proposed $5.0 million increase in funding for
Ecosystem-based Solutions for Fisheries Management, in particular the language in
the Blue Book suggesting that “this integrated, cross-disciplinary, and cross-line of-
fice scientific initiative will promote understanding of the importance of inshore and
offshore habitat to the productivity and recovery of fisheries and protected species.”

The FLC supports this initiative because it can begin to address non-fishing im-
pacts more adequately, in particular the relationship of healthy ocean habitat to
healthy fish stocks. Current fisheries management is obligated to manage healthy
fish stocks and yet they are not required to address non-fishing impacts such as cli-
mate change, pollution, deforestation, mining, and oil and gas exploration, which all
have enormous effects on fish population. The narrow approach and micro-focus on
controlling fishing pressure in order to maintain healthier fish populations places
a disproportionate level of blame and responsibility on fishing businesses and de-
flects responsibility from large-scale polluters, in particular.

B. The FLC opposes $5.7 million in increased funding for Consultation and Essen-
tial Fish Habitat Implementation Capacity, that is intended “to reduce delays and
streamline permitting and review timeframes”. FLC members are well aware that
proposals are fast-emerging for sand mining, oil and gas drilling, offshore aqua-
culture, and other extractive industries, all of which would threaten to damage fish
stocks, marine mammals, habitat, and ocean health more generally. Ocean planning
efforts have only just begun in the regions, and it is already clear that the research
and knowledge base for properly assessing permit applications is not available.
“Zoning” and privatized, long-term leasing of the ocean are also not yet justified as
consistent with adaptive, ecosystem-based management principles that NOAA itself
espouses.

The ocean is a dynamic and integrated ecosystem, just beginning to experience
the impacts of climate change and acidification. The precautionary principle—that
when there is scientific uncertainty, a heavy burden of proof rests on the industry—
should be the guiding framework at this time. Consultation on permitting should
be delayed until a significantly stronger framework for adaptive, ecosystem and
community-based management is developed that protects and enhances the public
trust in the ocean is developed. We therefore recommend that permitting activities
be undertaken cautiously until additional studies are completed and more stringent
standards, including for habitat protection, are formulated.

C. NMFS has also requested $2.0 million in additional funds to support Domestic
Seafood Production and Jobs through Aquaculture. FLC members generally support
expanded shellfish aquaculture, in particular oyster reef restoration that provides
multiple benefits in restoring ocean health and providing jobs and food, but would
oppose an accelerated permitting of offshore finfish aquaculture, with its history of
pollution and relatively unsafe product. FLC members oppose long-term leases that
would be tantamount to privatization of the ocean. Any funding made available to
the Agency should be directed to further research and pilot projects, including for
the potential for polytrophic, multi-species and clean initiatives that both supply
healthy seafood and restore habitat.

II. Catch Share Programs and Community Resilience

The NMFS budget proposal includes a $2.2 million increase in funding for the Na-
tional Catch Share Program, with a justification that “the implementation of catch
share programs can yield efficiencies that lower fisheries management costs and in-
crease the profitability of fisheries over time.” The NOAA budget also includes fund-
ing for a $50 million Regional Coastal Resilience grants program, to develop commu-
nity, ecosystem, and economic resilience.

FLC members and supporters strenuously object to these goals for Catch Share
management, in particular profit maximization, and respectfully suggest that they
are in direct conflict and contradiction with NOAA’s overarching mission to support
and develop community resilience.

On-the-ground experience and recent academic literature both demonstrate that
Catch Share programs are consolidating fisheries access into fewer and larger-scale
businesses to the exclusion of owner-operator, younger generation, and independent
fishermen and to the detriment of crew. This consolidation creates a dispropor-
tionate loss of fisheries access to rural communities, loss of capacity and infrastruc-
ture in fishing ports, negative ecological impacts, and loss of food access.

We therefore suggest that funding under the Catch Share program be utilized, in
partnership with fishing communities and stakeholders, to research the full suite
of economic, environmental and social costs imposed on communities and consumers
of seafood by the single-minded focus on profit maximization and to explore and de-
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velop mechanisms for modifying or ending Catch Shares where they have not
worked as predicted, and to develop criteria and standards for “Fishing Community”
and “Regional Fishery Associations”, fishing community sustainability plans, and
fleet diversity protections.

II1. Collaborative Research

For 2 years, the Senate Appropriations Report has encouraged NMFS to “expand
the Agency’s activities in chartering commercial fishing vessels to serve as research
and fishery survey vessels.” While NMFS and NOAA leadership have indicated their
(slupport for collaborative research, little has been done to expand partnerships to

ate.

It has come to our attention that there are several impediments to collaborative
research that the subcommittee could address. NOAA has directed in recent years
that all collaborative research projects involving the fishing industry and academic
institutions be managed through a competitive grants program and short-term
awards. The FLC recommends, based on conversations with both current and former
NMFS Science staff and outside researchers, that the subcommittee encourage the
development of cooperative agreements on a multi-year basis, as other Federal agen-
cies do. Only cooperative agreements will allow for a genuine partnership to emerge
and for all parties to co-draft research plans that incorporate requirements and in-
sights from all parties, including NMFS.

FLC members strongly recommend that an emergency action be take to coordi-
nate a fisheries dependent and independent data collection effort as input to more
reliable stock assessments, in cases, such as cod in the Northwest Atlantic, where
data is sparse and current management cutbacks on allowable quota are causing se-
vere economic and social distress in the fishing industry and port communities.

1V. Saltonstall-Kennedy Funding

FLC members support continued increases in funding for the Saltonstall-Kennedy
grants program for research and development in harvesting, processing, and mar-
keting. In particular, we encourage projects to develop a strong local seafood system,
community-based and multi-species fisheries management innovations that diversify
catch and develop markets for under-utilized species, value-added and waste recov-
ery product development, shellfish and polytrophic aquaculture pilot projects, boat
designs that increase fuel-efficiency and promote safety and use of sustainable tech-
nology, and programs to increase access of independent-operator and young en-
trants.

These comments were based on two prior policy-related letters signed by numer-
ous Fish Locally Collaborative members and supporters throughout the country. The
first was a letter on Magnuson-Stevens reauthorization submitted to Congressmen
John Tierney and Peter DeFazio on August 13, 2014; the second a public comment
letter submitted to the Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office re the GARFO
Draft Strategic Plan.

Links to these letters and signatories can be found at:

Congressmen Tierney and DeFazio:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwT-fcX3F{5VTVVITDBQYW1ZWE0/
view?usp=sharing.

GARFO letter:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwT-fcX3F{5VYjBnN21aUXd5ZTA/
view?usp=sharing.

Signatories include fishermen, academics, seafood business owners, seafood con-
sumers, and advocates from both East and West Coast States and organizational
supporters include the American Sustainable Business Council, Slow Food USA,
Health Care Without Harm, and others.

[This statement was submitted by Valerie I. Nelson, Ph.D., Policy Transformation
Working Group Organizer-FLC.]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE JOINT OCEAN COMMISSION INITIATIVE

Chairman Shelby, Ranking Member Mikulski, and other distinguished Members
of the Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies, we
thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony regarding the fiscal year
2016 Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies appropriations bill. The
Joint Ocean Commission Initiative is a collaborative, bipartisan effort to catalyze
meaningful ocean policy reform and action at the national, regional, and State lev-
els. Established in 2005, the Joint Initiative promotes, maintains, and updates the
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important work of the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy and the Pew Oceans Com-
mission. Our 2013 report, Charting the Course: Securing the Future of America’s
Oceans, contains recommendations to improve the management of our ocean re-
sources that are echoed here.

The Joint Initiative is highly appreciative of the progress your subcommittee has
made in providing incremental but substantive additional resources to critical ocean
and coastal accounts. We are acutely aware of the challenges you face addressing
the funding needs of all the programs within the jurisdiction of your subcommittee.
The Joint Initiative believes a continued commitment to protecting base funding and
core programs at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
National Science Foundation (NSF), and National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration (NASA) that help manage, protect, and better understand our Nation’s
oceans and coasts and the Arctic is an investment in the future of our country that
will provide significant economic, social, ecological, and national security benefits.
Among the many ocean and coastal programs under your jurisdiction, we urge that
maintaining and increasing investment in the following programs be prioritized in
fiscal year 2016 appropriations.

COASTAL RESILIENCE

The Joint Initiative strongly supports increasing NOAA’s overall budget to $6 bil-
lion, and in doing so maintaining the recent trend toward balancing NOAA’s port-
folio to emphasize ocean and coastal priorities. For example NOAA’s National Ocean
Service (NOS) would be increased in NOAA’s fiscal year 2016 budget by nearly $60
million to $574 million. Specifically, within NOS, we ask you to consider funding
the Regional Coastal Resilience Grant program consistent with NOAA’s fiscal year
2016 budget request at $50 million, a $45 million increase from the fiscal year 2015
proposal. An important element of this program is its ability to provide competitive
funding to support multi-State regional ocean partnerships that coordinate data
sharing and decisionmaking across jurisdictions, implement innovative solutions to
shared priorities, and effectively engage ocean and coastal stakeholders.

These partnerships are increasingly critical as States and communities confront
challenges such as ocean acidification, sea level rise, competing demands for ocean
resources, burgeoning populations along our coasts, and increasing threats from ex-
treme weather events. Resilient coastal communities are not only able to minimize
loss and negative impacts to life, property, and the coastal ecosystem, they are also
able to quickly return residents to productive activities and restore essential serv-
ices. This is imperative to facilitating full and timely economic, social, and environ-
mental recovery. Fully funding this program will enable NOAA and its partners to
address a suite of challenges, including a more efficient application of limited re-
sources to ensure the health of our oceans and coasts.

OCEAN ACIDIFICATION

The Joint Initiative believes the inclusion of $30 million in the NOAA budget for
the Integrated Ocean Acidification program is essential to help us begin to address
the chemistry, variability, and impact of acidification on the marine environment.
Ocean acidification is a global problem needing global solutions, and it is occurring
along every shoreline in the United States. While shellfish and coral reefs receive
most of the attention related to ocean acidification, fisheries, aquaculture, and coast-
al ecosystems and economies around the Nation will be greatly affected. Funding
the Integrated Ocean Acidification program at NOAA at increased levels will allow
us to measure and assess the emerging threat of ocean acidification, better under-
stand the complex dynamics causing and exacerbating it, work to determine its im-
pact, and develop mechanisms to address it.

ARCTIC

The Joint Initiative recommends that Congress make a significant investment
through the fiscal year 2016 appropriations bill toward implementation of the Na-
tional Strategy for the Arctic Region. This will support the United States chairman-
ship of the Arctic Council over the next 2 years, and lay the groundwork for sound
international management of the region while protecting a sensitive and rapidly
changing ecosystem. Increased funding for Federal agencies operating in the Arctic,
such as NOAA and NSF, is essential to our international leadership in the region
and will enable cross-cutting efficiencies with the Coast Guard, the Navy, and the
Department of the Interior.

The Joint Initiative is convening an Arctic Ocean Leadership Roundtable with
U.S. Arctic leaders and key stakeholders from multiple sectors to generate ideas for
how local, State, and regional work can inform and influence national policy with
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regard to Arctic ocean and coastal issues. Many of the ideas generated in this forum
can be implemented with increased investment in the Arctic. Such investment can
also encourage better collaboration with State and local governments, Alaskan Na-
tive leaders, and industry to improve the ability of commercial entities to operate
safely in the region and ensure effective response and recovery in the event of a nat-
ural or human-caused disaster. This includes improving coordination and data-shar-
ing on oil spill planning, preparedness, and response, vessel tracking, and search-
and-rescue, as well as investment in new icebreakers, aircraft, and shore-based in-
frastructure. Additionally, funding Arctic-related programs at NOAA enables a
range of important services essential to our understanding of the Arctic including
ocean observation services, weather and sea ice predictions, mapping and charting,
and sound management of marine resources.

SUSTAINED OCEAN OBSERVATIONS

We are strongly supportive of enhanced capabilities for NOAA’s Office of Oceanic
and Atmospheric Research (OAR), the Integrated Ocean Observing System, and
similar programs at NSF. Specifically we ask you to consider funding OAR at $500
million to support the continued and enhanced operations of this vital program. This
funding is central to NOAA’s ability to accurately forecast weather, enable commu-
nities to plan for and respond to climate events such as flooding and drought, and
protect and manage the Nation’s coastal and ocean resources.

Funding NOAA’s Sustained Ocean Observations and Monitoring program under
this account at $42 million will provide information essential for accurate fore-
casting of hurricanes, typhoons, flooding, heat waves, and wildfires. For example,
data and analyses of ocean and atmospheric conditions are increasingly used for
drought early warning systems, enhanced tsunami warning systems, and storm
surge monitoring. Ocean observations are also imperative for calibrating and vali-
dating satellite observations. Maintaining baseline ocean observations in support of
weather and regional predictions, fisheries management ecosystem studies, tide and
current monitoring, and sea level change is essential. Sustained ocean observations
will help maintain the continuity of long-term data sets that are essential for ensur-
ing that communities are able to respond and adapt to a rapidly changing world,
both today and into the future.

SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES

In 2006 Congress made the bold decision to end overfishing once and for all by
amending the Magnuson Stevens Fisheries Conservation and Management Act to
require annual catch limits and associated accountability measures to be imple-
mented for all federally managed fisheries. Through the commitment and tireless
efforts of our fishermen, fishery management councils, scientists and managers, the
U.S. is poised to achieve this historic milestone in natural resource management.
With the investment in stock assessments, cooperative research and innovation, and
science-based management, the U.S. model of fisheries management has become an
international hallmark for addressing the ecological and economic sustainability
challenges facing global fisheries. The Joint Initiative supports domestic and inter-
national efforts to fully implement the recommendations in the Presidential Task
Force on Combating IUU Fishing and Seafood Fraud, along with similar efforts for
enhanced enforcement like the Trans-Pacific Partnership. The end of chronic over-
fishing means healthier ocean ecosystems and a brighter future for fishermen and
coastal communities. The Joint Initiative asks the subcommittee to consider restor-
ing funding for NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) at the requested
level of $990 million, allowing it to continue movement towards sustainable manage-
ment of fish stocks within the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone.

OCEAN EXPLORATION

The Joint Initiative appreciates the subcommittee’s long standing support of ocean
exploration at NOAA and requests that you provide $28 million for the Ocean Ex-
ploration program, consistent with funding in fiscal year 2015, to increase the pace,
scope, and efficiency of exploration. This would be $9 million above the NOAA budg-
et request for fiscal year 2016. A bipartisan effort since inception, the Ocean Explo-
ration program was strongly endorsed by Congress when created in 2002. The pro-
gram has greatly contributed to our knowledge of the ocean, producing Arctic sur-
veys which enabled the U.S. to argue for an extension of our own Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone; baseline characterization of the Deepwater Horizon site in the Gulf be-
fore and after the oil spill; discovery of new gas hydrates stretching from Cape Cod
to Cape Hatteras, with implications for coastal hazards and ocean acidification; and
new fishery habitat maps off the Northeast.
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SCIENCE, RESEARCH, AND EDUCATION

The Joint Initiative calls attention to the need for consistent and dedicated fund-
ing for ocean science, research, and education. We ask you to increase funding for
ocean science infrastructure, research, and grant programs at NOAA, NSF, and
NASA that are working to improve our understanding of critical physical and bio-
logical ocean processes. These programs provide local, State, and national decision
makers with the information they need to make informed decisions. The Joint Ini-
tiative also urges you to fund education programs at increased levels. Ocean edu-
cation efforts are critical for cultivating current and future ocean stewards, espe-
chally given the growth in careers that require ocean-related education and knowl-
edge.

In particular, we encourage you to provide $7.7 billion for the NSF, including
$1.365 billion for the Geosciences Directorate and its Division of Ocean Science.
NSF’s investment in the geosciences has spurred innovations, addressed important
national and global challenges, spurred new economic sectors, and led to the devel-
opment and implementation of advanced technologies that save lives, protect prop-
erty, and support our economy. For example, investments supporting basic research
in mathematics, physical sciences, computer sciences, and geosciences, have led to
the development of sophisticated models, satellites, radar, and instrumentation that
has greatly improved hurricane forecasting, now allowing for nearly a week of prep-
arations by cities, businesses, institutions, and undoubtedly saving lives.

We also urge $1.95 billion in funding for the NASA’s Earth Science Division, up
from $1.77 billion in fiscal year 2015 to support critically important ocean and coast-
al science and education. NASA satellites can view Earth as a planet and enable
the study of it as a complex, dynamic system of diverse components: the oceans, at-
mosphere, continents, ice sheets, and life. Through partnerships with agencies that
maintain forecasting and decision support systems, NASA improves national capa-
bilities to predict climate, weather, and natural hazards; manage resources; and
support the development of environmental policy.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

The Joint Initiative greatly appreciates your commitment to stretching scarce re-
sources to address the challenges of a maritime nation. We will continue to track
progress in advancing key ocean and coastal programs and accounts in fiscal year
2016 and beyond. Recommendations from “Charting the Course” and other reports
from the Joint Initiative identify specific areas of achievement and deficiency. Im-
plementation of the recommendations will secure the future of our Nation’s ocean
ecosystems, and the critical resources they provide, and ensure that they will be
abundant and able to support America’s ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes economies
and the jobs and communities on which our Nation depends.

Thank you for considering our requests as the subcommittee begins it fiscal year
2016 appropriations process. The Joint Initiative appreciates your attention to this
matter and stands ready to assist you in advancing positive and lasting changes in
the way we manage our Nation’s oceans and coasts.

Joint Initiative Co-Chairs and Leadership Council Members
The Honorable William Ruckelshaus | The Honorable Norman Mineta

Frances Beinecke | Don Boesch | Lillian Borrone | The Honorable Norm Dicks
Quenton Dokken | Vice Admiral Paul Gaffney | Robert Gagosian | Sherri Goodman
Scott Gudes | The Honorable Conrad Lautenbacher | Margaret Leinen
Christopher Lischewski | The Honorable Jane Lubchenco | Julie Packard
The Honorable Leon Panetta | John Pappalardo
The Honorable Pietro Parravano | Diane Regas
Randy Repass | Andrew Rosenberg | The Honorable Christine Todd Whitman

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MARINE LABORATORIES

The National Association of Marine Laboratories (NAML) is pleased to submit tes-
timony to the subcommittee with a series of recommendations that we believe would
strengthen the Nation’s research and education enterprise. NAML is a nonprofit or-
ganization representing the ocean, coastal and Great Lakes interests of member lab-
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oratories that employ thousands of scientists, engineers and professionals nation-
wide. NAML labs conduct high quality research and education in the natural and
social sciences and translate that science to improve decisionmaking on important
issues facing our country. NAML’s priorities are drawn from and strongly support
two important reports from the National Academy of Sciences. They are: Sea
Change: 2015-2025 Decadal Survey of Ocean Sciences (DSOS); and Enhancing the
Value and Sustainability of Field Stations and Marine Laboratories in the 21st Cen-
tury. Specific priorities germane to NAML labs are:

—Enhance science, education and public engagement at marine labs by sup-
porting the continued development of their unique assets and qualities that
allow them to prepare the next generation of scientists, expand opportunities
for active learning and collaborative research, and explore a wide range of ap-
proaches to engage the public. This includes strong sustained support for com-
petitive merit-based ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes research provided by rel-
evant Federal agencies to address the research priorities identified in DSOS;

—Promote a network for discovery and innovation via Federal and non-Federal
support to build and maintain a modern infrastructure for research, education,
and networking including advanced Internet connectivity and cyber infrastruc-
ture;

—Pursue financial sustainability by developing business plans that foster the
unique value of marine labs, creating mechanisms to establish reliable based
funding, and diversifying approaches to obtain supplemental support—such as
a national partnership program to co-locate Federal scientists and infrastruc-
ture at NAML facilities; and

—Develop metrics for demonstrating the impact of marine labs in research, edu-
cation, and public engagement.

THE ROLE OF MARINE LABORATORIES IN THE NATION’S RESEARCH AND EDUCATION
ENTERPRISE

“Field stations are national assets formed by the unique merger of natural capital,
intellectual capital, social fabric, and infrastructure that leads to the important sci-
entific endeavors required if we are to understand our rapidly changing natural
world”. Enhancing the Value and Sustainability of Field Stations and Marine Lab-
oratories in the 21st Century.

Ocean, coastal and Great Lakes marine laboratories are vital, place-based “win-
dows on the sea.” They connect communities with cutting edge science, while pro-
viding students and citizens with meaningful learning experiences. The members of
NAML work together to improve the quality and relevance of ocean, coastal and
Great Lakes research, education and outreach. NAML seeks support for the fol-
lowing activities:

—The conduct of basic and applied research of the highest quality, making use
of the unique capabilities of coastal laboratories in conducting education, out-
reach and public service;

—Balanced support of research with infrastructure with particular emphasis on
cost-effective networking of capabilities;

—Encouragement of effective management and conservation of marine and coastal
habitats and resources using ecosystem-based management approaches that re-
store ecosystem health;

—Observing systems that collect data needed to improve predictions of natural
and human caused disasters and support the management of marine resources
for the benefit of environmental and human health needs; and

—Education and training.

OCEANS, COASTS AND GREAT LAKES ARE VITAL FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH AND THE WELL-
BEING OF THE NATION

More than half of the United States population lives in coastal counties that gen-
erate 58 percent ($8.3 trillion) of the Nation’s gross domestic product (GPD). In
2011, Americans, on average, ate 15 pounds of fish and shellfish per person—4.7
billion pounds all together—making the U.S. second in the world in total seafood
consumption. Offshore oil production in the U. S. Exclusive Economic Zone accounts
for 24 percent of the total U.S. crude oil production. If American coastal watershed
counties collectively comprised a single country, that country would have a GDP
higher than that of China. The United States has jurisdiction over 3.4 million
square miles of oceans—an expanse greater than the land area of all 50 States com-
bined. This is a dynamic area that offers a mosaic of biologically diverse habitats
that provide a wealth of environmental resources and economic opportunities, while
at the same exposing human and biological communities to hazards such as dam-
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aging tsunamis and hurricanes, industrial accidents and outbreaks of water borne
pathogens. The 2010 Gulf of Mexico Deepwater Horizon oil spill and Sandy in 2012
are vivid reminders that the depth of our understanding of our oceans and coastal
areas, and our ability to protect them, is far from complete. Developing sufficient
capabilities to sustain ocean-based economies and protect our coasts and coastal
communities from natural and man-made hazards requires a sustained, balanced in-
vestment in research, infrastructure, education, and training.

The Great Lakes region boasts a massive geographic footprint, and is a major
driver of the North American economy. With economic output of $4.7 trillion in
2011, the region accounts for 28 percent of combined Canadian and U.S. economic
activity. By comparison, the region’s output ranks ahead of Germany, France, Brazil
and the UK, and it would rank as the fourth largest economy in the world if it
were a country, behind only the U.S., China and Japan. The Great Lakes are re-
sponsible for nearly 1 million manufacturing jobs; 217,000 jobs in tourism and recre-
ation; over 100,000 in shipping; over 110,000 in agriculture, fishing and food produc-
tion and about 10,000 related to mining. Understanding the complexity of the Great
Lakes is vital for the future health and well being of this region of the country.

INVESTING IN RESEARCH

NAML believes America is driven by innovation—advances in ideas, products and
processes that transform existing economies, create new industries and jobs, and
contribute to our Nation’s ecological and economic health and security. It is essen-
tial that the Nation reaffirms and revitalizes the unique partnership that has ex-
isted between the Federal Government, the States, business and the Nation’s re-
search and education enterprise. Investing in the Nation’s research enterprise has
contributed significantly to our long-term prosperity and technological pre-eminence
through research spanning a landscape of disciplines, from physics to geology, chem-
istry to biology, engineering to social sciences, and observing to modeling. NAML
believes that research and education programs at the major Federal science agencies
with ocean and coastal responsibilities should be viewed as priority investments in
the future health and well being of the Nation. Much attention has been focused
justifiably on the need for our Nation to continue its support of premier basic re-
search programs. It is also important to maintain strong support for mission-ori-
ented ocean, coastal and Great Lakes research that includes long term observing
programs. Research programs that enhance agency missions and support the extra-
mural community in competitive, merit-based research provide highly cost-effective
returns on investment and distribute economic and societal benefits over a broad
array of communities. Further, NAML believes that developing exchange programs
between Federal agencies and marine laboratories will further strengthen the com-
munication and capacity of both for the benefit of the ocean science and manage-
ment enterprise.

Programs that support the extramural community via competitive, merit-based re-
search provide highly cost-effective returns on investment, leverage additional re-
sources to meet science and management priorities, and distribute economic and so-
cietal benefits over a broad array of communities. While the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has acknowledged his assertion on many occa-
sions, its extramural support for its partners has continued to decline relative to the
agency’s bottom line. From background information developed for the NOAA Science
Advisory Board’s R&D Portfolio Review Task Force support by the Office of Oceanic
and Atmospheric Research (OAR) for extramural R&D has declined by $60 million
since 2005—from $171.6 million to $107.1 million while the percentage of OAR’s re-
search activities to support extramural programs has dropped from just over 50 per-
cent down to 34 percent of the total. In the National Ocean Service (NOS), support
for extramural R&D has declined from a level of $21.6 million in 2005 to $13.7 mil-
lion in 2011 while intramural support has grown from a level of $53 million in 2005
to a level of $58 million in 2011. Moreover NOAA has repeatedly proposed the ter-
mination of numerous extramural programs—such as the John H. Prescott Marine
Mammal Grants program—and the consolidation of research programs—such as
Ocean Exploration and Research—which has led to the dramatic reduction in extra-
mural research and education support.

Beyond cutting back on its extramural support, NOAA now seeks permission to
“receive and expend funds made available by, any . . . private organization, or in-
dividual (proposed Section 108 of the General Provisions in the NOAA Section of
the Appendix to the Fiscal Year 2016 Budget, page 218).” This would enable NOAA
to compete against non-Federal and private entities for private sector support. Thus
not only is NOAA cutting back its own support, it intends to further exacerbate the
situation by competing against its partners for the limited available non-Federal re-
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sources needed to fill the gaps created by NOAA’s decision to scale back its extra-
mural support. NAML urges the subcommittee to restore to the maximum extent
possible NOAA support for its extramural research, education, and other related
programs while also limiting NOAA’s ability to compete with the private sector for
non-Federal resources needed for research, education, and conservation programs.

INVESTING IN RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE

NAML believes that a comprehensive range of ocean and coastal research infra-
structure is essential to meet growing demands for scientific information and to en-
sure that we restore and maintain ecosystem health to support safe, efficient, and
environmentally sustainable use of our ocean, coastal and Great Lakes resources.
Most marine laboratories operate independently of one another. Greater networking
with other marine laboratories, field stations, and other research centers would le-
verage resources to facilitate discovery and spark innovation. Networking would also
allow institutions to share best practices, protocols, and platforms for data archiving
and retrieval. Such networking has the potential to open new arenas of scientific
inquiry, education, and outreach. It can capture social and intellectual capital to
tackle major questions and seize opportunities as no single marine laboratory can,
and it enhances creativity and innovation by attracting a wide range of scientists
and promoting multidisciplinary collaboration. The most successful and sustainable
networks start small and are self-defining; they encourage reciprocity among net-
work members. Networking can facilitate the development and diffusion of knowl-
edge and technology in a way that encourages innovations. It is also important to
appreciate that marine laboratories vary in scope, size, infrastructure requirements,
and purpose; each contributes to the global portfolio in distinct ways. Internet
connectivity and cyberinfrastructure are two neglected and underdeveloped ele-
ments of infrastructure. One common element, however, in need of attention is
Internet connectivity and cyberinfrastructure, which would facilitate data sharing
and analysis. Installation of new cyberinfrastructure requires data-management and
data-sharing plans and conformity of data with widely used metadata standards.
Such infrastructure also requires a long-term funding commitment for repair, up-
grades, and technical support.

INVESTING IN SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHEMATICS (STEM)
EDUCATION

NAML’s education mission is two-fold. First, it is to enhance ocean STEM edu-
cation to ensure that all citizens recognize the reciprocal effects of the oceans, coasts
and Great Lakes on their own lives and the impacts citizens have on these environ-
ments. Second, it is to provide formal research and training opportunities at K-12,
college, and post-graduate levels to ensure a scientifically savvy, technically quali-
fied, and ethnically diverse workforce capable of solving problems and answering
questions related to the protection, restoration and management of coastal and
ocean ecosystems, climate variability, and societal needs. An informed and engaged
public is essential for the Nation to address complex ocean- and coastal-related
issues, balance the use and conservation of marine resources, and maximize future
benefits from the ocean. Public understanding of human impacts on the marine en-
vironment should be balanced with recognition of the benefits to be derived from
well-managed ocean resources. Ocean-related education is by its nature interdiscipli-
nary, involving many of the natural sciences and the human connection to natural
resources. It can increase overall science literacy and enhance the Nation’s health,
standing, safety and security. NAML laboratories seek to expand the engagement
of individuals from groups that have been historically under-represented in ocean
research, education and outreach. This is particularly important in fulfilling the
goal of achieving a diversified STEM pipeline to meet future science and ocean
workforce needs.

NAML remains concerned with the administration’s STEM Education Consolida-
tion proposal for fiscal year 2016. A total of 20 STEM education programs at eight
key R&D mission agencies (including the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration, National Science Foundation, and National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration) will be impacted by this proposal. It is important for mission agencies to
help support the next generation of scientific and technical talent—much of which
will be needed by these agencies in future years. We urge the subcommittee to reject
these consolidation proposals and support the continuation of these programs within
their current agencies.

NAML appreciates the opportunity to present these views to the subcommittee as
it begins work on the development of the fiscal year 2016 appropriations bill.

Thank you.
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS

On behalf of the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), this testimony
addresses important programs in the Department of Justice and Department of
Commerce. NCAI is the oldest and largest American Indian organization in the
United States. Tribal leaders created NCAI in 1944 as a response to termination
and assimilation policies that threatened the existence of American Indian and
Alaska Native tribes. Since then, NCAI has fought to preserve the treaty rights and
sovereign status of tribal governments, while also ensuring that Native people may
fully participate in the political system. As the most representative organization of
American Indian and Alaska Native tribes, NCAI serves the broad interests of tribal
governments across the Nation. As Congress considers the fiscal year 2015 budget
and beyond, leaders of tribal nations call on decision-makers to ensure that the
promises made to Indian Country are honored in the Federal budget.

INTRODUCTION

Annual funding decisions by Congress are an expression of our Nation’s moral pri-
orities. Numerous treaties, statutes, and court decisions have created a fundamental
contract between tribal nations and the United States: tribes ceded millions of acres
of land that made the United States what it is today, and in return tribes have the
right of continued self-government and the right to exist as distinct peoples on their
own lands. And for its part, the United States has assumed a trust responsibility
to protect these rights and to fulfill its solemn commitments to Indian tribes and
their members.

Part of this trust responsibility includes basic governmental services in Indian
Country, funding for which is appropriated in the discretionary portion of the Fed-
eral budget. Tribal governments exist to protect and preserve their unique cultures,
identities, and natural environments for posterity. As governments, tribes must de-
liver a wide range of critical services, such as education, workforce development,
and first-responder and public safety services, to their citizens. The Federal budget
for tribal governmental services reflects the extent to which the United States hon-
ors its promises to Indian people.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Provide $35 million for the Minority Business Development Agency (MBDA).—Cre-
ated by Executive Order in 1971, the MBDA was established to support minority
business development centers and received funding of almost $63 million to carry
out this mission. Since then, MBDA’s funding has shrunk by over 50 percent to an
estimated $30.5 million for fiscal year 2013 and $29.3 million for fiscal year 2014.
After MBDA revamped its cooperative assistance grants to Minority Business Cen-
ters (MBCs), the Native American Business Enterprise Centers (NABECs) were
eliminated and their services were consolidated with the MBCs. About $13 million
of MBDA’s budget is disbursed to the MBCs to provide business consulting; advice
on business financing; and some procurement technical assistance to minority busi-
nesses, entrepreneurs, and tribal enterprises.

With the service gap created by the elimination of NABECs, the need for an in-
creased level of funding for MBDA is even greater. MBDA must sustain and expand
support for these centers, which provide important assistance to businesses that
help them grow and develop, thereby creating a stronger private sector and
healthier national economy. The MBDA also supports minority contractors’ teaming
efforts to pursue Federal contracts, directs efforts to track minority business data,
collaborates with the Office of Native American Affairs, and is increasing its focus
on global trade.

Fund the Office of Native American Affairs (ONAA) at a minimum of $1.25 million
as part of the Commerce Department Management Budget.—In the late 1990s, the
Secretary of Commerce established ONAA within the Secretary’s office that was
codified by the enactment of the Native American Business Development, Trade
Promotion and Tourism Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-464) (the 2000 Act). Since
then, funding for the Office has been partial and very limited. In order to carry out
its mission, ONAA must receive adequate support to implement Indian policy initia-
tives and expand Native American business development initiatives both domesti-
cally and internationally. Funding made available through Commerce’s Depart-
mental Management budget would help ONAA’s efforts, particularly given the re-
duced focus of MBDA on specific Native American business assistance.
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CONCLUSION

Thank you for your consideration of this testimony. For more information, please
contact Virginia Davis, Senior Policy Advisor, at vdavis@ncai.org, NCAI Budget and
Policy Analyst, at aebarb@ncai.org or Brian Howard, Legislative Associate, at
bhoward@ncai.org.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL ESTUARINE RESEARCH RESERVE
ASSOCIATION

Chairman and members of the subcommittee, my name is William Reay and I am
the Director of the Chesapeake Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve in Vir-
ginia, administered by the Virginia Institute of Marine Science, College of William
and Mary. I submit this testimony in my capacity as President of the National Estu-
arine Research Reserve Association (NERRA). NERRA is a not-for-profit scientific
and educational organization dedicated to the protection, understanding, and
science-based management of our Nation’s estuaries and coasts. NERRA appreciates
the support this subcommittee has given to the research reserves over the years.
As a result, the research reserves have been able to assist coastal communities and
States in becoming more resilient to the ever increasing and complex challenges
they face on a daily basis and into the foreseeable future.

For fiscal year 2016, NERRA strongly recommends the following reserve system
programs and funding levels within the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA):

NERRS Operations $23.9 million
NERRS Procurement, Acquisition, and Construction (PAC) $1.7 million

The National Estuarine Research Reserve System (NERRS) program bring the
strength of both NOAA and partner science and stewardship to important coastal
regions across the Nation. NERRS encompasses 28 protected reserves located in es-
tuaries that are home to our most productive habitats and populated communities—
that support science-based coastal resource management, research, and education to
meet national priorities as mandated by Congress in the Coastal Zone Management
Act (CZMA) of 1972. The States have been entrusted to operate and manage
NOAA’s program in 22 States and Puerto Rico, where over 1.3 million acres of land
and water are protected in perpetuity. What distinguishes the research reserves is
the community and State implementation of programs and local management of
these places that form this Federal-State partnership program.

The administration’s fiscal year 2016 request for the NERRS is a total of $21.3
million. This amount will result in a reduction of funding to each State, and will
diminish the current capabilities of the program’s core operations. Specifically, the
administration’s request will decrease funding amounts going to each State; reduce
water quality monitoring capabilities that coastal dependent communities, busi-
nesses and industries rely on; adversely impact the collection of data relating to
hazards and sea level rise provided to decision-makers; and, reduce the education
and information exchange provided to communities and schools related to coastal re-
siliency. After reviewing the detailed NOAA budget request sent to the Congress,
it is clear that States are inadequately supported to implement this national pro-
gram and are compromised in their ability to fulfill the vision of Congress in its cre-
ation of the NERRS program.

NERRA is deeply concerned with the administration’s funding levels that we be-
lieve are inconsistent with key tenants of NOAA’s own strategic plan—specifically,
enhancing community and economic resiliency and strengthening science in support
of coastal resource management. The administration’s fiscal year 2016 requested
funding level will diminish the NERRS’s capacity to deliver important research,
monitoring data, and education and training to its State, local, and regional part-
ners.

The NERRS program has grown as States identify the coastal needs that must
be addressed, and the addition of new reserves has provided more science, training,
and education resources that can be applied nationally. At issue is the cost associ-
ated with operating 28 reserves nationally has increased given the relatively recent
addition of two reserves (Texas and Wisconsin) and a third (Hawaii) in fiscal year
2016, the infrastructure it relies on has aged, and because there is a rapidly increas-
ing need to help local communities address coastal hazards. Without funding, four
critical core program areas are at risk.
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ESSENTIAL COASTAL RESILIENCY NERRS PROGRAMS IMPACTED BY INADEQUATE FUNDING

1. Reserve Operations.—First, the administration budget request flat-funds the
program at the fiscal year 2015 level of $21.3 million. Flat-funding in the face
of the program adding a 29th reserve in fiscal year 2016 will in effect result
in reduced budgets for each of the current reserves. The addition of a new re-
search reserve strengthens the national program by leveraging science, edu-
cation, and partnerships that will benefit the Nation. Equally troubling is the
absence of any mention of the expected expansions in NOAA’s fiscal year 2016
budget submission. Along with the new Hawaii reserve, there is one more
known—Connecticut—in process for future years.

2. Coastal intelligence—monitoring and data networks.—The second program area
at risk is maintaining existing System-wide monitoring and data networks that
provide immediate and long-term information to understand harmful algal
blooms, assess water quality, identify habitat impacts from changing sea levels,
aid in weather forecasting, and improve response to storm surge. Hundreds of
entities use the NERRS water quality and weather data, including State water
quality control programs; county health departments; shellfish growers and
fishing industry professionals; the National Weather Service; and, insurance
companies.

3. Sentinel sites provide early detection of change.—The third program area at
risk is helping communities by providing data for early detection of habitat
change that helps respond to coastal hazards by integrating monitoring, anal-
ysis and modeling to assess current habitat vulnerability, forecast future condi-
tions and aid in the development of adaptive management strategies. Right
now reserves are working to understand changes in tidal marshes, mangroves
and sea grass beds. These habitats provide a wide range of highly valued eco-
system serves such as nursery habitat for commercial and recreational impor-
tant fish, erosion and flood control, and water quality improvements.

4. Educating today’s and tomorrow’s decision-makers.—The forth program area at
risk is providing relevant and timely science and support tools to decision-mak-
ers and to the next generation of scientists, resource managers, business peo-
ple, and civic leaders. Reserves have prioritized the Teachers on the Estuary
professional development opportunity for all 28 reserves that prepare the Next
Generation workforce in key disciplines of science, technology, engineering and
math (STEM education)—estimated to reach more than 12,000 students annu-
ally through this program alone in addition to the 83,000 reached by all edu-
cation programs conducted by the reserves. Additionally reserves support their
communities by providing technical training to local officials and support staff
and residents about critical resource management issues such as impending
hazards, storm water control, shoreline management, and habitat restoration:
in 2014 more than 12,000 decision makers participated in reserve training pro-
grams.

MAKING COASTS MORE RESILIENT, SUPPORTING COASTAL ECONOMIES, AND HAVING
DIRECT POSITIVE IMPACTS ON COMMUNITIES AND THROUGHOUT THE STATES

Research reserves assist our coastal communities, commercial businesses and in-
dustries through enhanced coastal resiliency in a changing environment. As severe
weather events become more common, Federal, State, and local officials are recog-
nizing that estuaries have the capacity to provide green resilience infrastructure.
Through the reserves, NOAA can tailor science and management practices to enable
local planners to use estuarine habitat as a tool for resilience and adaptation. The
increase to the NERRS operation funds by $2.6 million above the administration’s
request is essential to supporting coastal economies and impacting States and their
communities.

—The research reserves’ operations that include existing high-quality jobs and
student internship opportunities, as well as service delivery in 28 communities
will be improved through modest additional appropriations by enhanced moni-
toring technology responsive to changing environments and increased edu-
cational efficiency by providing best-practices professional development with de-
cision-maker training and education programs such as Teachers on the Estuary.

—Each research reserve will leverage additional State, local, and private funding
to their individual States, and will provide vital local trainings for decision
makers, researchers, students and teachers that generates a more resilient
coast through improved access to stakeholder driven research, engaging place-
based education and information needs.

—With adequate funding, essential water quality data collected by the research
reserves will be made available to entities such as local commercial businesses,
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industries and government entities who rely upon it via updated monitoring
equipment and real-time telemetry technology.

Investments in the NERRS are dollar-smart because funding for the program is
matched by the States and leveraged significantly, resulting in an average of more
than five other local and State partners contributing to the work at each reserve.
In addition, the program significantly benefits from volunteers that are engaged in
habitat restoration, citizen science and education which offset operation costs at re-
serves by donating thousands of hours. Annually, volunteers contribute more than
100,000 hours to the NERRS with an estimated value of over $2.2 million. Funding
of $23.9 million for the NERRS would be a minimal level to provide each reserve
with the necessary funding to insure that cuts to the States as well as to existing
core programs and services do not occur.

NERRS PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION, AND CONSTRUCTION AND THE BAY-WATERSHED
EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The NERRS Procurement, Acquisition, and Construction (PAC) funding is des-
ignated for land conservation, through acquisition of priority lands, and essential fa-
cilities construction and upgrades. This competitive funding program is matched by
State funds and has resulted in not only the preservation of critical coastal lands
as described above, but also in the increase of construction jobs. For example
NERRS creates more than 60 jobs for each $1 million of Federal construction (PAC)
money spent. In addition, NERRS leveraged investments of more than $115 million
to purchase over 30,000 acres of coastal property over the last 12 years.

Second, within the budget request for NOAA, the administration is again pro-
posing the elimination of funding for the Bay-Watershed Education and Training
(B-WET) regional programs—a reduction of $7.2 million in funding. The rationale
provided for program reductions is misleading in stating that NOAA education expe-
riences will continue to be provided by programs including the NERRS. Where
States are eligible for B-WET funding, reserves are able to increase their edu-
cational capacity by as much as 50 percent, as documented in the Chesapeake Bay
NERR (VA) for example. The B-WET regional program funding is money that is
spent in addition to the annual NERRS money invested in the education programs.
The NERRS educate more than 83,000 children annually. NERRA strongly opposes
the cut of B-WET regional programs and any of the other NOAA STEM educational
programs.

CONCLUSION

NERRA greatly appreciates the past support the subcommittee has provided. This
support is critical to sustain and increase the economic viability of coastal and estu-
ary-based industries.

With NERRA’s fiscal year 2016 request of $23.9 million for the NERRS Oper-
ations and $1.7 million for NERRS PAC, the program will be able to maintain deliv-
ery of credible scientific research and translation of that research so as to contribute
to the resiliency of the natural and built communities and that yields a high rate
of return to the 28 reserves around the country. We urge the subcommittee to sup-
port this request, and to restore funding for the B-WET regional programs.

Thank you for the opportunity to present these remarks. On behalf of NERRA,
I would be happy to answer questions or provide additional information to the sub-
committee.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY FOUNDATION

The National Marine Sanctuary Foundation (NMSF) works with Congress and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to connect fellow citizens
to the underwater places that define the American ocean—the National Marine
Sanctuary System. We remain concerned that NOAA’s Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries (ONMS) has not received sufficient appropriations for several budget
cycles. Recognizing the economic growth and job creation benefits provided by sanc-
tuaries, NMSF respectfully requests the subcommittee remedy this situation by ap-
propriating:

—$55 million to the Sanctuaries and Marine Protected Areas Base, within

NOAA’s Operations, Research, and Facilities account; and

—$5.5 million to the National Marine Sanctuary Program—Construction/Acquisi-

tion Base, within NOAA’s Procurement, Acquisition, and Construction account.

Joining NMSF in this request is a national network of community-based, non-
profit organizations that support sites within the sanctuary system. On behalf of
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their members, the Cordell Marine Sanctuary Foundation (California), Farallones
Marine Sanctuary Association (California), Friends of Thunder Bay National Marine
Sanctuary (Michigan), Gray’s Reef National Marine Sanctuary Foundation (Geor-
gia), Hawai National Marine Sanctuary Foundation (Hawaii), California Marine
Sanctuary Foundation (California), and Sanctuary Friends Foundation of the Flor-
ida Keys (Florida) support funding the National Marine Sanctuary System at these
levels (Appendix I).

And with the opening of the sanctuary nomination process, communities nation-
wide are voicing their support for increased funding for the National Marine Sanc-
tuary System.

Despite a decade’s worth of bipartisan support in both houses of Congress that
sanctuaries warrant additional funds and the groundswell of public support, the
President’s fiscal year 2016 budget request continues a disturbing trend of under-
funding the sanctuary program. While we recognize the challenges of providing in-
creased funding in the current budget climate, we believe that it fails to address
critical sanctuary contributions to job creation and economic growth.

THE NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY SYSTEM AND NOAA’S OFFICE OF NATIONAL MARINE
SANCTUARIES

Encompassing over 170,000 square miles of marine and Great Lakes waters, the
National Marine Sanctua